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EUTROPUS, or the FICKLE MAN: é 


A BIoGRAPHICAL SKETCH. 


UTROPUS was the fon of a gentleman of moderate 

fortune, whofe opinion was that children fhould be 
very early left to follow the guidance of their own coun- 
fels : He confidered all reftraint on their inclinations as @ 
flavery, which no parent had a right te impofe, and trufted 
implicitly in what he called the innate good fenfe, or wif- 
dom of his children. Agreeably to fuch fentiments, Eu- 
tropus received very little controul, and fearcely any in- 
firu€tion. Books, indeed, he had, and he read them. What 
he poffeffed of good or evil was all his own. He was def- 
tinedto be an example of one who is felf taught in all 
things. 

Some people, the Speétator fays, are for ever complaining 
of the fhortnefs of life, and yet are perpetually hurrying over 
the parts of. it, to attain at certain little fettlements, or imas 
ginary points of reft, which are difperfed up and down in it. 
Eutropus, as foon as he could be faid to think for himfelf, 
(and he was very early left to do fo) proved that he was ong 
of thofe people to whom life ever appears fhort, becaufe 
their capacious minds are ever projeéting f{chemes’ of in- 
finite magnitude, and who neverthelefs are ever changing 
their plans, in hopes to hit upon fome fcheme, which fhall 
relieve them from all future trouble. 

Eutropus, how originally prompted we know not, gave 
an early preference to the fludy of divinity. Perhaps he 
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was enraptured with the ideas of arriving at the higheft dig. 
nities.of the church,and conceived that the fummit of hu- 
man happinefs was a mitre. He applied, therefore, to his 
college ftudies with fuch an indefatigable attention as might 
anticipate the common progrefs of promotion, and he was 
foon diftinguifhed, by. his fuperior abilities, from the com- 
mon mafs of ftudents. It was requifite to pals fome years 
in thefe:{findies, and they wefe mot mifapplied. When com- 
pleted, he looked round for a mitre, and obtained—a curacy. 
He had not enjoyed this long before he difcovered the vaft 
tpace—-witch lay between tt-and-a brfhopric- ~He-enquired 
into the hiftory of promotions, and Jaw them, furrounded 
with difficulties which he had no means to furmount. He 
faw feveral bilhops inftalled, and on looking in their faces, 
he~faw” indifputable proofs of old age. Evutropus began to 
think that age and infirmity were poorly compenfated for by 
he beft fituations, and dreaded to confign himfelf to a long 
period of hopes and “expeétations, which, if fulfilled and 
gratified at all, would. probably be gratified when he was 
palit enjoyment. He now looked round for another pro- 
eflion, and fixed on medicine. I; 

He had obferved, or had been-told, of the-very irapid rife 
of young praéiitioners: of ability to great praftice, and con- 
fequently to great wealth and fame, and panted.to enjoy that 
teipeét wiaich even crowned -heads would pay to their phy. 
ficians,, when they wanted that. aid which kingdoms could 
not purchafe. ‘Three ar fgur years.of conftant ftudy ena- 
bied him to obtain the requifite_licences for practice, and he 
fat. downin.a fallionable: corner.of the town; contident that 
he had-every requifite:.ta. carry all before him. ° But, alas! 
Eutrepus was a flranger3:sheokad- formed no connexions; 
he knew none of the arts of rifling ; bis great foul difdained 
to beg! for an hofpital;:and.‘he ‘abhorred the common in- 
tegues of apothecaries.and. awurfes.. An occafional patient 
fent for him, but his tame imparted no confidence, and his 
juccels.. was confidered ws: very fingular, rather than very 
encouraging. His natural impatience now returned, and he 
foreiaw, drat aceording to his prefent flow progrefs, he might 
probably creep into tolerable: pratiice by the time he had 
furvived: his. cotemporaries and fermiors, and was himfelf— 
ready to follow them. 

While an this purfuit, he filled up his vacant hours, and 
diverted the pain of fufpenfe, by liltening to the proccedings 
et the courts of law. .He was charmed with the eloquence 
ef the bar, and learned, with.no {mall degree of furprife, 
that 
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that many men, not older than himfelf, were 27 the receipt (as 
the phrafe is) of feveral thoufands a year. He was told that 
fome of them would earn two or three hundred pounds by 
one fpeech only ; and he Jooked up to the bench with an 
eye of refpeét, which he confidered as due to the learning 
and dignity of the judge. 

Difgufted with phyfic, he determined to follow the law, 
and being qualified by his refidence at the univerfity, he en- 
tered at the Temple, and dived into the unfathomable re- 
fearches of common and ftatute law. Being called to the 
bar in due procefs of time, he foon had an opportunity to 
difplay his talents ; but that which might have pleafed in the 
pulpit, and confoled on the bed of ficknefs, was here loft. 
Eutropus had fo little confidence in himfelf that he hefitated, 
and ftammered, perplexed his argument, and was totally 
eclipfed by the brilliant and habitual eloquence of his bre- 
thren. ‘To be difconcerted by a firft attempt, would, how- 
ever, have been cowardice. He had heard of many, now 
eminent in their profeffion, who were long the driefle/s fol- 
lowers of the circuit, and he waited for fome more favourable 
opportunity. Years rolled on, and Eutropus was arrived 
at the middle age of man, when he difcovered that even the 
filk gown was far remote, and the judge’s hat feemed at an 
infinite diflance. Eutropus could in no fituation of lite 
practife finifter aris, and ever entertained a profound con- 
tempt for venalitv and proftitution. Some hereditary for- 
tune remained, and he determined to embark in trade. 

Trade he confidered as a thing which requires nothing but 
induftry and integrity to fet it in motion, and to keep it 
going. But he was ignorant of its principles, and therefore 
found it neceflary to conneét himfelt in partnerfhip in fome 
houfe, where he might /eara, and profit at the fame time. 
A favourable opportunity prefented itfelf, and matters for a 
time went on fo profperoufly, that Eutropus defpifed thofe 
who blamed him for his former ficklenefs. He maintained 
that he had not mifpent the former part of his life. He had 
learned nothing bat what would be of fervice tohim. His 
fornier ftudies world ftill be a fource of pleafure and ad- 
vantage. His divinity would prefervé his morals; his 
knowledge of medicine would enable him to repel the firft 
attacks of difeafe; and his law would enfure him from the 
circumvention of the cunning and unprincipled. 

After fome years, however, it entered into the mind of 
Eutropus that he was flill lofing time; hg could not fee the 
profpect of wealth but ata great -diflauce, and although he 
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farm, and he enriched the {foil by adopting feveral improve- 
ments which the indolence or obftinacy of his predeceffor 
had rejeéted, But fomething was yet wrong. Familiarity 
deftroyed half of thofe beauties which Eutropus had been 
at firft charmed with, and which novelty had probably 
heightehed. Eutropus could read and ftudy indeed, but his 
mind became confufed for want of a channel of communi- j 
cation. 
and of focial difpofitions, but this was all loft upon Eutropus; 
their hofpitality was exceflive; their friendihip, though he 
could not difdain, yet he thought he did not want it ; their 
attentions often difturbed ; and in their fociety, he was com- 
pelled totake part in converfations which he did not under- 
He telt fomething of a fancied fuperiority, and he 
longed for that fociety of 4terat2 which London alone can 
fupply, but which his engagements when in that city gene- 
rally prevented him from enjoying. Toa man like Eutro- 
pus very little time was neceflary to carry into execution a 
new plan, however haftily conceived, and he was feated in 
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beheld hundreds of his brethren enjoying the tranquil plea- 3 
fures of a retired life, he defpaired of being ever able to 
attain fo great an happinefs, unlefs perhaps in extreme old 
age, when he would be unfit to enjoy it with a true zetft, 
What contributed, likewife, to make him weary of his pre- 
fent fituation, was the extreme buftle with which it was ac- 
companied ; and in this refpeét it differed fo much from his 
former purfuits, that he began to long for the return of thofe 
days when his time was his own, and when he could devote 
a confiderable portion of it to intelleétual culture, after which 
he always had a hankering, and from which he was now 
almoft entirely precluded. In fhort, he difpofed of his 
fhare in this bufinefs, and retired with a fum which he 
thought quite fufficient for his intended purpofe. This was 
to purchafe a country-houfe and farm, and bid a final adieu | 
to London, and al] its buftling cares and tumultuous plea- 
iures. 
it doesin England, Eutropus could not be kept waiting very 
long for what he wanted. Behold him now, at the age of 
forty-five, a country gentleman and farmer on the banks of 
the Severn. 

To any man but Eutropus, this fituation would have been 
moft delightful. His farm confifted of nearly tour hundred 
acres of rich cornand grafs land; his houfe was charmingly 
fituated on the declivity of a hill, which commanded a grand 
and extenlive profpeét ; the Severn trigated part of .his 
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a houfe in Lincoln’s-inn-fields, in lefs than two years after 
he had bid perpetual adieu to London. 

He now refolved to divide his time in fuch a manner, as 
that every hour fhould have its itated employment or amufe- 
ment; but he did not confider that in London, more than 
in any other place in the kingdom, a man is very little maf- 
ter of his owntime. Vifits and vifitors began to increafe; 
Eutropus being confidered as aman who had no bufinefs to 
mind, was confequently confidered as one who could plead 
noexcufe trom an agreeable engagement, or a day’s or week’s 
excurfion. He foon found this very irkfome, and- every 
day was ufhered in with a formal refolution, the breaking of 
which every night witneffed. 

Eutropus had firmnefs in nothing ; he could not fay no 
either to himfelf, orto any other perfon ; and after a year’s 
refidence in the metropolis, he had the painful recolleétion 
that it had been paffed in idlenefs. He could remember no 
part of it with fatisfa€tion; but as he had experienced that 
folitude was as unfit for his difpofition, as his prefent hurry 
of life, he was puzzled how to aét. It occurred to him that 
if he could hit upona medium {tate between folitude and fo- 
ciety, he would find that happinefs after which he had been 
running, and running in vain, After much thinking on 
this fubjeét, he fancied that Bath, the miniature of London, 
was the place to fuit him. In Bath, he thought, he fhould 
find as much fociety as he wanted, and fociety of much the 
fame kind he had been ufed to; and, at the fame time, 
he could be there more at his own command than in London. 

To Bath he went. For a time every thing pleafed him, 
for novelty was his delight ; but novelty is perifhable. The 
fociety of Bath was not precifely what he wanted. It was 
compofed of vifitors, one half of whom reforted thither for 
pleafure, and the other half for health. With the former 
he could not affociate, for he abhorred gaming ; and the lat- 
ter could not be viewed without that fympathy which is 
painful. He became melancholy at the fight of fo many 

objetts of diftrefs ; and he had not been long at Bath, be- 
fore he imbibed prejudices againft it, as ftrong as thofe whic! 
Smollett has recorded with fo much pleafantry in the cha- 
rater of Matthew Bramble. From Bath, therefore, Eutro- 
pus returned once more to London, where he lingered out, 
for many years, an exiftence that created no envy. 

From the cafe of Eutropus we may learn, that it is ridi- 
culous to expe& more af life than life can afford. One 
purfuit is fufficient for the longeft liver. Irrefolution is 
the 
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the bane of every purfuit, and impatience to arrive at fome 
imaginary haven is one of the worft whims that gan enter 
into the head of man. A great deal of time, and unnecef- 
fary confideration, are thrown away in the choice of a pro- 
feffion. There is {carcely any profeflion in which a man 
may notexcel, if he choofes, that is, if he pofleffes fufficient 
firmnefs of mind, if he expeéts not too much, and if he 
does not depart from the flow but fure progrefs of bufinefs, 
to launch into fome daring fpeculation which, he may fup- 
pofe, will render him independent at once. 

There are fome things which are molt pernicious to men 
in any bufinefs. The love of riches, the envy of our co- 
temporaries, and an impatience to retzre, as it is called, have 
been the ruinof thoufands. By thefe, they have been pre- 
cipitated into afts, not merely abfurd, but difhoneft, and the 
Jatter part of their life has often been the punifhment of the 
former part of it. But even without thefe vices, ficklenefs 
and irrefolution render every attempt abortive, and the belt 
of men ridiculous ; unhappy in themfelves, and defpifed by 
others. Thofe who complain that life is fhort, would do well 
to remember that the fhorteft life may be rendered ufeful, 
and that for the enjoyment of health and aétivity, we are ac- 
countable for every day ; a confideration that will not fail 
to have its weight with thofe who knowthat “ thofe evil 
days will draw nigh in which we fhall fay we have no plea- 
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\ A J E procured, by our ftay at the entrance of the bay, 
injinitely more Se eiedian of the maAONCED and 
cuftoms of the Indians, than we could polfil 

tained at the other anchorage. Our fhips lay at anchor near 
their villages ; we every day made them vifits, and every 
day we had caufe of complaint againft them; meng 4 out 
conduét toward them had never varied, and we had : 
ecaled giving them proofs of our wildnefs and bere, nee, 
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On the 22d of July, they brought us fome pieces of the 
wreck of our boats, which the fea had driven upon the 
eaftern coaft, very near the bay, and by figns they gave us 
to underftand, they had buried one of our unfortunate com- 
panions upon the fhore where he had been caft by the billows. 
Upon thefe figns Meffrs. de Clonard, de Monneron, and 
de Monti immediately direéted their courfe toward the eaft, 
accompanied by thefe fame Indians, whom we loaded with 
prefents. 

Our officers proceeded three leagues over ftones in a 
frightful road ; every half hour the guides required anew 
payment, or they refufedto go farther; at length they 
puthed into the woods, and took to their heels. Our officers, 
too late, perceived that their report was only a trick invented 
to obtain ftill more prefents. ‘They. faw in this journey:im-+ 
menfe forefts of fir-trees.of the largeft dimenfions ; they 
meafured fome of them, which were five feet diameter, and 
which feemed to be more than a hundred and forty feet 
high. 

We were by no means furprifed at the recital they gave 
of the manceuvre of the Indians ; their addrefs in ftealing is 
incomparable. Mefirs.de Langiec and Lamanon, with fev eral 
officers and naturalifts, had, two days previous to:this, made 
a journey. to the wellward, the objeé& of which equally re- 
lated to tluefe melancholy refearches : It was juft as fruitlefs 
as the other ; but they met with a village of Indians, upon 
the banks of a finall river entirely barred with ttakes for 
falmon-fifhery. We-had long entertained fufpicions, that 
this §¢m.came from that part of the coaft, but we were not 
certain of -it, and this difcoverv fatisfied our curiofity.. The 
falmon, afcending the river, mect with the flakes, which not 

being ableto leap over, they endeavour to return toward 


the fea; and find in their pafflage narrow batkets, clofed 


at the farther end, and placed in the angles. of the caufe- 
way ; having entered thefe bafkets, and not being able 
to return, they aretaken. ‘hele fil: are fo abundant that 
the crews: of the two ihips, during our ftay, took a vak 


quantity of them, and eacli frigate falied two barrels. 


Qur travellers alfo met with a morai, which proved te 
them, that thefe Indians were in the habit of burning ther 
dead, and prelferving the head ; they found one of them 
wrapped -up in feveral fkins. This confifts &F 
four tolerably ftrong ftakes, which fupport a Inttle wooden 
chamber, in which : repofe the afhes depofited in coffins; they 
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enveloped the head, and after having fatisfied their curiofity, 
they fcrupuloufly replaced every thing ; and added to it a 
great many prefents of different kinds of iron inftruments 
and beads. 

** The Indians, who were witneffes of this vifit, dif. 
covered a little uneafinefs ; but they did not fail very 
{peedily to take away the prefents left by our travellers. 
Others who were curious, having the next day vifited the 
fame place, found there only the afhes and the head ; they 
left there new prefents, which fhared the fame fate as thofe of 
the preceding day ; andI am certain, that the Indians would 
have been very glad, had we repeated our vifits feveral times 
in the day. But if they, with fome reludtance, permitted us 
to vifit theirtombs, it was not the fame in regard to their 
cabins, which they would not fuffer us to approach till they 
had previoufly removed their women, who are the moft dif. 
gufting objeéts inthe univerfe. 

*“* We were witnefles every day to the entrance of ftrange 
canoes into the bay, and every day whole villages went out 
ot it, and yielded their places to others. Thefe Indians 
feem to entertain very great dread of the channel, and never 
ventured in it but at flack water: By the affiftance of our 
glaffes we diflinétly perceived, that when they were between 
the points, the chief or at leaft the moft confiderable man of 
the party rofe up, extended his arms toward the fun, and ap- 
peared to addrefs prayers to it; while all the other paddled 
with their whole flrength. It was in confequence of afking 
the meaning of this cuftom, that we were informed, that 
fome little time before feven large canoes had betg lof 
there ; the eighth was faved; the Indians who efcaped this 
misfortune confecrated it either to their God, or to the 
memory of their companiqns ; we faw it by the fide of a 
morai, which no doubt contained the afhes of fome of thofe 
who were caft away. 

““ This canoe did not refemble thofe of the country, 
which are formed only of a hollowed tree, raifed at the fides 
by planks fewed to the bottom ; this had timbers and wales 
like our boats; the wood-work, which was very well exe 
cuted, had a covering of feals’ fkin, which ferved it as a 
fheathing, fo perfe&tly fewn together, that the beft workmen 
in Europe would find great difficulty to imitate the work, 
This covering which we meafured with the greateft attention, 
was depolited in the morai by the fide of the coffins with the 
afhes ; andthe wood-work of the canoe, raifed upon ftocks, 
reinained bare near this monument. 

** I had 
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“ I had a great defire to bring this covering to Europe ; 
we were abfolutely in poffeffion of it ; this past of the bay 
not being inhabited, no Indian could throw any impediment 
in our way ; I was perfuaded, befides, that thofe who were 
caftaway were ftrangers; but there exifts an univerfal re- 
ligion in favour of the afylums of the dead, and I was 
defirous thefe might be refpefted. At length, on the 30th 
of July, at four o’clock in the afternoon, we got under way 
with a very light breeze from the weft, which did not ceafe 
till we had gained three leagues offing: The horizon was fo 
clear that we perceived and fet Mount Saint-Elias, bearing 
north-weft diftant at leaft forty leagues. Ateight o’clock in 
the evening, I was three leagues to the fouthward of the bay, 
and founded in ninety fathoms water, over a muddy 
bottom.” 

The bay, or rather the harbour, to which I gave the name 
of Port des Francais, is fituate according to our obfervations 
and thofe of M. Dagelet, in §8° 97’ north latitude, and 
139° 50’ weft longitude ; the variation of the compafs is 
there 28° eaft, and the dip of the needle 74°. The fea rifes 
there feven feet and ahalf at full and change of the moon ; 
it is high water at one o’clock : The fea breezes, or perhaps 
fome other caufes, aét fo powerfully upon the current of the 
channel, that I have feen the flood come in there like the moft 
rapid river ; and in other circumftances, though at the fame 
periods of the moon, it may be ftemmed by a boat. I have 
in my different excurfions found the high-water mark to be 
fifteen feet above the furface of the fea. 

Thefe tides are probably incident tothe bad feafon. When 
the winds blow with violence from the fouthward, the 
channel muft be impra€ticable, and at all times the currents 
render the entrance difficult; the going out of it alfo ree 
quires a combination of circumftances, which may retard 
the departure of a veffel many weeks; ‘there is no getting 
under way, but at the top of high water; the breeze from 
the weft to the north-weft does not often rife till toward 
eleven o'clock, which doth not permit the taking advantage 
of the morning tide ; finally, the eafterly winds, which are 
contrary, appear to me to be more frequent than thofe from 
the weft, and the vaft height of the furrounding mountaiss 
never permits the land breezes, or thofe from the north, to 
penetrate into the read. As this port poffeffes great ad« 

vantages, I thought it a duty incumbent on meto make its ine 
conveniences alfo known. It feems to me, that this an- 
chorage is not convenient for thofe fhips which are fent out 
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ata vehture for traficing in fkins; fuch fhips ought to 
anchor in a great many bays, and always make the fhorteft 
ftay poffible in any of them, becaufe the Indians have always 
difpofed of their whole ftock in the firft week ; and all loft 
time is prejudicial to the interefts of the owners ; but a 
nation which fhould form the proje& of eftablifhing fa€tories, 
fimilar to thofe of the Englifh in Hudfon’s Bay, could not 
make choice of a place more proper for fuch a fettlement. 
A fimple battery of four heavy cannon, placed upon the 
point of the continent, would be fully adequate to the de. 
fence of fo narrow an entrance, which is alfo made, fo 
difficult by the currents. ‘This battery could not be turned 
or taken by land, becaufe the fea always breaks with fuch 
violence upon the-coaft that to difembark ts impoflible. The 
fort, the magazines, and all the fettlements for commerce, 
fhould be raifed upon Cenotaph Hland, the circumference of 
which is nearly aleague: It is capable of being cultivated, 
and there is plenty of wood and water. The fhips not 
having their cargo to feek, but being certain of having it col- 
le&ted toa fingle point, would not be expofed to any delay ; 
fome buoys, placed for the internal navigation of the bay, 
would make it extremely fafe and eafy; it would form 
pilots, who, better verfed than we are in the fet and ftrength 
of the current at particular times of tide, would enfure the 
entrance and departure of the fhips. - Finally, our trafic for 
otters fkins has been fo very confiderable, that I may fairly 
prefume, there could not in any partof America be a greater 
quantity of them colleéted. 

The climate of this coaft feemed to me to be infinitely 
milder than that of Hudfon’s Bay, in the fame degree of 
latitude: We meafured pines of fix feet diameter, anda 
hundred and forty feet high; thofe. of the fame fpecies at 
Prince of Wales’ Fort and Fort York are of a dimenfion 
fearce fufficient for ftudding-fail booms. 

Vegetation is alfo very vigorous during three or four 
months of the year. I fhould not be inthe leaft furprifed to 
fee Rufhan corn, anda great many common plants, thrive 
there exceedingly. We found great abundance of celery, 
round feaved forrel, lupine, the wild pea, yarrow, and endive. 
Every day and every meal the copper of our fhip’s company 
t 
i 





vas filled with them; we ate them in foups, ragouts, and 
illads ; and thefe herbs did not a little contribute to keep 

us in our good ftate of health. There was feen among thefe 
t-herbs al t all thofe of the meadows and mountains of 
France ; the angelica, the butter cup, the violet, many 
. {pe cicé 
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{pecies of grafs proper for fodder ; we might without any 
danger have cooked and eat all thefe herbs, if they had not 
been mixed with fome roots of a kind of hemlock, about 
which we knew nothing. 

The woods abound in goofeberries, rafpberties, and ftraw- 
berries; clufters of elder trees, the dwarf willow, different 
{pecies of briar which grow in the fhade, the gum poplar 
tree, the poplar, the fallow, the horn-beam, and finally fuperb 
pines fit for the mafts of our largeft fhips. Not any of the 
vegetable produéftions of this country are unknown in 
Europe. M. de Martinicre, in his different excurfions, met 
with only three plants which he thought new, and it is well 
known, that a botanift might do the fame in the vicinity of 
Paris. 

The rivers are filled with trout and falmon, but we took 
in the bay only fletens*, fome of which are more than a 
hundred pounds in weight, lingt, the fingle thornback, 
capelans}, and fome plaice. As we preferred falmon and 
trout to all thefe fifhes, and the Indians fold us them in 
greater quantities than we could confume, we had very little 
fifhing, and that only with the line; our bufinefs never 
afforded us time to haul the feine, which required the 
combined force of five-and-twenty or thirty men to draw it 
afhore. Mufcles are f{catteredin profufion upon that part of 
the fhore which is uncovered at low water, and the rocks are 
clothed with {mall limpets. ~“Fhere are-atfo found in the 
hollows of the rocks different {pecies of. whelks and other 
fea fnails. I have feen upon the fand of the beach pretty 
large cockles, and M. de Lamanon took froma place elevated 
more than two hundred toifes above the level of the fea, 
petrefaétions, very well preferved, and of the largeft di. 
menfions, of the fhell known by conchologifts under the 
name of the royal cloak, and more commonly S¢, James’ 

fiell. This faét is by no means new to naturalifts, who have 

found them at more confiderabie heights; but I think there 

will long remain a difficulty of explainingut, fo as to fatisfy 
a°« 2 all 


* Or faitans, a flat fih longer and not fo fquare as the turbot, 
the back of which is covered with fmall feales; thofe which are 
taken in Europe are much lefs.—/ French Editor.) 

+ A fith to the eye and tafte fimilar to cod, but generally larger, 


“and as eafy to take, becaufe of its greedinefs.—French Editor.) 


t ‘This fith referbles the whiting, though a little larger; the 
fleth of it is foft, of good tafte, and eafy of digeftion ; it abounds 
on the coait of Provence, where it is known by the name of poor 
prigt. —( French Editor.) 
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all objeftions. We did not find any fhell of this fpecies 
thrown up upon the beach, which is well known to be the 
cabinet of nature. 

In the woods our hunters met with bears, martens, {quir- 
rels ; andthe Indians fold us fkins of the brown and black 
bear; of the Canadian lynx, ermine, marten, little grey 
{quirrel, beaver, Canadian marmot, or monax, and the red 
fox.. M. de Lamanon alfo took alive a water and a mufk rat. 
We faw tanned fkins of the original, or elk, and a horn of a 
wild goat; but the commoneft and moft precious peltry is 
that of the fea otter, wolf, and bear. There is no great 
variety of birds, but the individuals are pretty numerous: 
The thickets were full of fparrows, nightingales, black- 
birds, and yellow hammers ; we were there in pairing time, 
and their finging appeared to me delightful. In the air were 
feen hovering the white-headed eagle, the large fpecies of 
raven; we furprifed and killed a king-fifher, and we faw a 
very beautiful blue jay, with fome humming birds. The 
fwallow or marten, and the black oyfler catcher build their 
neits in the clefts of the rocks on the fea-fhore ; gulls, the 
red-footed guillemot, fome cormorants, wild geefe, and 
divers of the large and {mall f{pecies, are the only fea birds 


which we faw. 
(To be continued.) 





Bt 





ACCOUNT of the ortginal BLUE-BEARD. 


Ae celebrated perfonage, who has during our child. 
hood fo frequently alarmed us ina dark night, and par. 
ticularly the young ladies, is now exhibited with great terror 
and advantage, in our new drama, founded on the French 
piece of Barbe-bleue. It is poffible that‘fome of his nu- 
merous fpeétators may defire to know fomething relative to 
his “ birth, life, and education.” Our Englifh compounder 
of this piece has made him a bafhaw ; taking up, no doubt, 


the popular idea, that the murderer of feven wives muft un. 


doubtedly have been a Turk, A learned foreigner, how- 
‘ever, informs me, that the original Blue-beard was the 
Marquis De Laval, Marfhal of France, and defcended from 
one of its molt illuftsious families, 

This Marfhal was of a very fingular charaf&ter. Mezeray 
has givena very fatisfaétory account of him ; but the reader 
wit! be fatisfied by the notices which he may find in the 
' Nouveau Diftionnaire Hiftorique.” Laval was a General 
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of great intrepidity, and diftinguifhed himfelf in chafing back 
the Englifh when they invaded France, in the reign of our 
Edward III. The fervices he rendered his country might 
have immortalized his name, had he not for ever blotted his 
glory by the moft terrible murders, impieties and debau- 
cheries. His revenues were princely ; ; his prodigalities 
might have made an emperor a bankrupt. Wherever he 
went, he had in his fuite a feraglio; a company of thea 
trical performers; a band of muficians; a fociety.of for 
cerers ; a good number of cooks; packs of dogs of various 
kinds ; and more than two hundred led horfes. 

Mezeray adds, that he encouraged and maintained forcerers 
and enchanters to difcover hidden treafures, and corrupted 
young perfons of both fexes, that he might attach them to 
him, and afterwards killed them, for the fake of their blood, 
which was neceffary to form his charms and iicantations. 
Such horrid exceffes are credible, when we recolle& the age 
of ignorance and barbarity in which they were pra&tifed. At 
length De Laval was brought to the fcaffold, for a ftate crime; 
the others were probably never noticed! His confefhion at 
his death is remarkable: He acknowledged that “ all his 
exceffes were derived from his wretched education.” 





On SINGULARITY of MANNERS. 


{From'** The Reveries of Solitude,” by the Editor of Cola- 
mella, &c.] 


HERE are few people of fuch mortified pretenfions, as 

patiently to acquiefce under the total negle& of man- 
kind ; nay, fo ambitious are moft men of diftinétion, that 
they chufeto be taken notice of, even for their abfurdities, - 
rather than to be entirely overlooked, and loft in obfcurity ; 
and, if they defpair of exciting the attention of the world, 
by any brilliant or ufeful accomplifhment, they will endea~ 
vour to gain it by fome ridiculous peculiarity in their drefs, 
their equipage, or accoutrements. 

Many perfons may remember a little foreigner (Des Ca- 
feaux, I think, was his name), who appeared daily in the 
Mall, dreffed in black, with an hat of an enormous diameter, 
anda long roll of paper in his hand. His pidiurefque ap- 
pearance te mptet d fome artifls to make an etching of him, 
which was exhibited in every fhop. I mention this gentle. 


man, becaufe bis profeffed intention was, he faid, “ to at- 
trac 
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traétthe:notice of the King, as he had done that of his fub. 
jeéts.” 

But we fee daily inftances of the fame kind. One man 
fports a paradoxical walking-ftick ; another rifes to fame by 
the fhortnefs of his coat, or the length of histrowfers, or the 
mnultiplicity of capes on his fhoulders, and the like efforts 
of genius andinvention. I remember a young divine, fome 
years fince, not otherwife eminent either for learning or in- 
genuity, who wore his own fhort hair, when every one elfe 
wore long wigs, “ in imitation, as he faid, of Gregory Na- 
zianzen.” ’ 

It would be cruel, to deprive thefe gentlemen of their 
flender gratification in thefe harmlefs particulars ; but when 
we affume any thing peculiar in our appearance, in order 
to difguife our real character; when we affe& an uncommon 
fan&tity and folemnity of countenance to impofe upon the 
world; we then become more than ridiculous, and are highly 
immoral. 

wi Tartuffe indeed, or a pretender to extraordinary devo- 
tion, is not a prevailing character in this age ; too many are 
gn the contrary extreme ; and, like Colonel Chartres, are 
guilty of every human vice—except hypocrify. Even our 
young divines, though doubtlefs much given to fafting and 
prayer in private, yet “ appear not to men to faft ;”’ but 
anoint their hair, and exhibit their rofy faces ; and, by their 
drefs, are not to be diftinguifhed from prophane: fportfmen 
er country “fquires. I dowot exempt the orators of the ta- 
bernacle from this defcription ; who, inftead of the primi- 
tive locks of John Weflev, feem now to make female con- 
verts by their well-dreffed hai r, and dapper appearance. 

Yet, in every profeffion, there are ftill pretenders, who, 
by grimace or affected folemnity, endeavour to gain the con- 
fidence of the vulgar; and to exalt themfelves above their 
equals in fkill, and aflume more importance than is their due. 

However, if we muft diftinguith ourfelves from the ref 
of mankind, let it be by our intrinfic virtue, our temperance 
and fobriety, and a confcientious regard to every relative 
duty ; but, as we ought “to think with the wife, and talk 
with the vulgar,” let us alfo a& differently from a great part 
of the world in matters of importance, but conform to them 
im trifles. 





Account of the Herring Fifhery at Gottenburgh. 
ERE is carried on the largeft herring fifhery in the 
world, Two to 4000 barre!s caught in one draught of 
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the feine, a net about 12 fathoms deep and 150 long, worked 
by 16men, and hove inby winches. Net cofts 60 to 7ol. 
fterling. 

Boats carrying 1 to 200 barrels, with two or three men, 
and which coft 5° to 100]. tranfport the fifh, when cured, 
along the coaft. The fifhery commences the 1{t November, 
and continues till the froft ftops it. Neither bounty nor 
drawback. Salt pays aduty of 15s. perton. One barrel of 
falt cures 34 of herrings. The coft of falt is 3l. per ton, 
and of barrels 2s. each. Herrings for home confumption 
pay a duty of 9d. per barrel. Annual quantity falted or 
pickled about 300,000 barrels ; one-fourth confumed -at 
home, the reft in the Baltic, Ireland and the Weft Indies. 
Price about 8s. 6d. per barrel. Fifty thoufand cafks of oil, 
of 8000 tons, are yearly extraéted from about a million of 
barrels of fith, two gallons to a barrel. Oijul worth from 
16!.t0231. perton ; paysa duty of 14s. for home, and 20s, 
per ton for export. 

Merchants from Gottenburgh offer to contra& for millions 
of barrels, if wanted, forthe Weft Indies. The annual con. 
fumption of the Britifh iflands computed to be about 
250,000 barrels; four times greater than our average export 
to them. ; 








On the Frequency of Suicides in England. 
qY me a) 
By Mr. Moore. 


HE pra€tice of fuicide in this ifland has been conceived 
fo much to exceed that in other nations, as to have 
made the Englifh almoft proverbially noted for their giving 
way to fo horrid a cuftom. Whether this opinion (which 
feems daily to lofe ground) has not at all times been taken up 
on vague foundations may be a matter of doubt; but of 
which it is difficult to afcertain the truth or falfity. All that 
can be maintained for certain is, that the pra€tice of criminal 
fuicide muft gain ground in every country, in proportion as 
its inhabitants refign themfelves up more and more to the 
principles of free-thinking, which patronifes all crimes, and 
particularly that in queftion; it being the immediate offs- 
pring of infidelity, and a difbelief of future rewards and 
punifhments. 
The author has received information from private hands 
(which is alfo corroborated by refpeétable authorities) that 
the 
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the praftice of fuicide really abounds in France as much at 
leaft as in England; but that on account of the reftraints on 
their prefs, particularly in the articles of their common newf. 
papers, it is lefs diffufed to public obfervation: That its 
principal caufes in France are feated in poverty, diftrefs, 
and that general impatience under fufferings, which can only 
be corretted and confoled by a firm belief in the principles 
of true religion :—-That there have been initances of as 
great levity in French as in Englifh fuicide ; fince the indif. 
ference to life of a Bourdeaux and his companion, andthe 
extraordinary compofure with which they accompanied 
their own murders for no apparent reafon, can fearcely be 
exceeded or equalled in Englith ftory ;—that as the French 
are not naturally fubjeét to fo much fpleen and melancholy 
as the Englifh, that fource of fuicide among the latter is in. 
deed much cut off from the former; and that it is in all pro. 
bability from the inftances of this fort of fuicide, that an 
evil report of the Englifh has {fpread abroad, without a due 
confideration, whether the number of felf-deftroyers on the 
whole amount and from all caufes has been greater or lefs 
than that of «ether nations ;—that the laws againft fuicide in 
France, being of the fame nature with thofe in England, 
are alfo executed in much the fame manner, that is, generally 
evaded. 





AN ANECDOTE. 


HE Emperor Trajan rofe early in the morning, and em; 

ployed himfelf in bufinefs till noon, and then gave 
himfelf up to intoxication ;-unlefs at thofe times when he 
was with the army, and then he had fuch power over him- 
felf, that he was efteemed the moft fober man there. Trajan 
was always at war, out of a principle of politics, and witha 
view to his own private fecurity. He apprehended very 
much that the foldiers, if unemployed, would grow tired of 
remaining on the banks of the Rhine and Danube, and 
choofe themfelves a general who would give them an op- 
portunity of returning to Italy, and of enriching them. 
felves with the plunder that they always gained ina civil 
war. He made many conquefts, which Adrian afterward 


gave up. 
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An ANECDOTE. 


Deceméer 19, 1753. 

ORD CLARENDON, Lord Thanet, and Lord Bur- 

lington, (obferves the late Hon. H. Walpole, ina letter 

toa friend of the above date) are dead. The fecond fent for 

his taylor, and afked him if he could make him » {uit of 

mourning in eight hours: If he could, he would go into 

mourning for his brother-in-law Burlington, but that he did 
not expett to live twelve hours himfelf, 





* On the PRODUCTIONS of EARLY GENIUS. 


CALIGER, Voltaire, and Grotius, were but eightcen 
years old when they produced, the two firft their G2di- 
pufes, and the laft his Adamus Exul. But the moft extraor- 
dinary inftance of early excellence is the Old Bachelor of 
Congrev €, written at nineteen only ; as comedy implies and 
requires a knowledge of life and charatiers, which-are here 
difplayed with accuracy andtruth. In Al¢ander, an epic 
poem, which Pope wrote when about twelve, (and which he 
afterward, by the advice of Atterbury, deflroyed) i is word for 
word that couplet on the circulation of the blood, which he 
afterw ard infe rted 1 id the Dunciad : 
As man’s meanders, totheir vital {pring 
* Roll all their tides, then back their circles bring.” 





Axfwer, by W. Hoare, of Dean Prior, to 7. French's Rebus, 


zuferted November 26. 


HY hath refleGiion fill’d you with regret, 

Since henefi SOPER’s paid frail nature’s debt ? 
Whilf you are ina flood of forrow drown’d, 
Your friend, no doubt, with pe: feét blils is crown’d; 
Supprefs your grief, nor murmur or repine, 
But yield fubmiflive to the will divine. 
¥e* We have received the like anfwer from T. Whicker 

of Exeter; and J. Gidley, of Dean Prior. 


4nfwes , oy A. Thux table, a] Wel: CORE } fi Rise < Chara te. 
enferted December 10, 


i areby E. from your thoughts the melancholy Daz, 
And fing the praife of Mars’ intrepid fon; 
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High fill the Can, the toafl in tranfport give, 
For DUNCAN ’s name in every heart fhall live. 
*x* We have received the like anfwer from W. Hoare, 
jun. and J. Gidley, jun.of Dean Prior; Walter Bickham; 
jun. of Afhburton; J. Dunfter, of Imifter; T. Jarvis, of 
Malborough; T. Whicker, of Exeter; J. Ath, of Kenton; 
W. Rennels, of Barnftaple; T. Bullock, a royal miner; 
P. Ninnis, of St. Auftell; N. Howard of Plymouth; and 
R. Maffett, of Cargreen. 


° f QUESTION, éy T. Bulloch, a Royal Miner. 


HE Royal Miners being paraded in the churchyard. 
alleys at Bodmin, in Cornwall, formed an exact riglite 
angled A\, whole perpendicular fuppofe 9° feet, and hy- 
pothenufe==180, Now Iobferved the Adjutant walk from 
the middle of the bafe ina line parallel with the perpendicu. 
lar, to the diftance of 7 yards inward, and there ftood to give 
the word of command, It is required to find how many tect 
diftant the Adjutant ftood from each Z of the ZA. 





An ENIGMA, by W. Hoare, of Dean Prior. 
NOME, ye riddlers, you're difcerning, 
Read my inharmonious rhyme ; 
Unadorn’d with wit or learning, 
Neither nervous nor fublime. 
I’m vour patron, Sirs, you know it, 
And I &ll vou with defire ; 
Both the lover and the poet 
Feel my fervency and fire. 
Out of meaning’s wide dominions 
Oitentimes you rove, perchance, 
On my Iightfome, airy pinions, 
Thro’ the wonderful expanfe. 
When the orator’s infpired, 
He’s within iny active reach ; 
And he Jabours quite untired 
Thro’ the labyrinths of f{peech. 
Tho’ thefe hints may feem delufive, 
Tho’ they feem abfurd they’re true ; 
And I’m fure they are conclufive— 
Bring the latent theme to view. 


uw] POETRY, 
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LODGINGS fer SINGLE GENTLEMEN. 


[From Colman’s ** Night Gown and Slippers, or Tales in Verfe.”] 


Wie has e’er been in London, that over grown place, ' 
‘Y Has feen ** Lodgings to let”’ ftare him full in the face; 
Some are good, and iet dearly; while fome, ’tis well known, 
Are fo dear, and fo bad, they are beit let alone. 

Derry down. 


Will Waddle, whofe temper was ftudious and lonely, 
Hir’d lodgings that took fingle gentlemen, only ; 
But Will was fo fat he appear’d like a ton ; 

Or like two fingle gentlemen roll’d into one. 


He enter’d his rooms ; and to bed he retreated, 
But, all the night long, he felt fever’d and heated ; 
And, tho’ heavy to weigh, as a {core of fat theep, 
He was not, by any means, heavy to fleep, 


Next night "twas the fame; and the next; and the next; 
He perfpir'd like an ox; he was nervous and vex'd; 

Week pafs’d after week; ’till by weekly fucceffion, 

His weak/y condition was patt all expreifiors 


Tn fix months his acquaintance began much to doubt him ; 

For his fkin, “* like a lady’s loofe gown,” hung about him ; 

He fent for a doctor ; and cried likea ninny, 

** [ have loft many pounds—make me well—there’s a guinea.” 


The doétor look’d wife:—** A flow fever,” he faid: 
Prefcrib’d fudorifics, and going to bed. 

** Sudorifics in bed,” exclaim’d Will, ‘* are humbugs ; 
** Pve enough of them there, without paying for drugs.” 


Will kick’d out the doctor: But when ill indeed, 
E’en difmiffing the doCtor don’t always fucceed ; 
So calling his hott, he faid, ** Sir, do you know, 
** Ym the fat fingle gentleman, fix months ago?” 


** Look’e, landlord, I think,” argued Will, with a grin, 
“© That with honeft intentions you firft took me in; 

** Bat from the firft night, and to fay it I’m bold— 

** [ve been fo damn’d hot, that I’m fure I caught cold.” 


Quoth the landlord, * ’Till now, I ne'er had a difpute ; 
** {'velet lodgings ten years; I’m a baker to boot; 

‘* In airing your fheets, Sir, my wife is ao floven, 

** Aad your bed isimmediately —over my oven.” 


‘¢ The 
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** The oven!” fays Will—fays the hoft, ‘* Why this paffion? 


** Jn that excellent bed died three people of fafhion. 


** Why fo crufty, good Sir?” ** Zounds !”’ cries Will in a taking, 
** Who wouldn’t be crafty with half a year’s baking ?” 


Will paid for his rooms ; cried the hoft, with a {neer, 
“* Well, I fee you’ve been going away half a year.” 


*¢ Friend, we can’t well agree, yet no quarre],”’ Will faid ; 


«¢ For one man may die where another makes bread.”’ 


ain 





SS 


The INVITATION: 4x One. 


Diffugere nives, redeunt jam gramina campis 
Arbortbufque coma. 


TERN winter, frowning, now recedes, 
Now rarely fweeps along the meads 
The defolating ftorm ; 
Benumbing frofts at length retire, 
Which chill’d fair nature’s genial fire, 
And marr’d her angel form. 


Now tepid breezes fan the air, 
The trees their beauties now repair, 

And wave, with foliage crown'd ; 
Young flow’rets now put forth their bloom, 
‘The gardens breathe a rich perfume, 

And verdure paints the ground. 


The fun, bright fov’reign of the day, 

Reigns now with miid, unclouded ray, 
And gay the groves appear ; 

The birds their tancful loves repeat, 

And, warbling from the clofe retreat, 
Re-animate the year. 


Come then, fweet {pring’s delights to tafe ; 
No longer, my Maria, wafte, 
Thofe hours in routs and noife, 
Which you fo well know how to ufe 
With tafte, with reafon, and the mufe, 
And their’s are truett joys: 


Come tafte the blifs the country.yields, 

Come breathe the fragrance of the fields, 
Or, ‘mid the noon-tide heat, 

Come feek again your fav'rite bow’r, 

Where oft we’ve pafs’d che fultry hour, 
Wich books and converfe' {weet. 


Here friendfhip rules without controul, 
Here witdom elevates the foul 

Above this earthly fod ; 
Here dwells content, devoid of care, 
Here nature’s works, fupremely fair, 
Point up to nature’s God. 
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